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So Close to What
Tate McRae
Pop
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Everybody Scream
Florence + the Machine
Alternative

Based on a True Story
Will Smith
Hip Hop/Rap

City of Clowns
Marie Davidson
Electronic

JACKBOYS 2
JACKBOYS
Hip Hop/Rap

LEGION
Creepy Nuts
Hip Hop/Rap

Justin Bieber
SWAG
Pop

Manʼs Best Friend
Sabrina Carpenter
Pop

.
Kesha
Pop

Tha Carter VI
Lil Wayne
Hip Hop/Rap

Something Beautiful
Miley Cyrus
Pop

Girls Will Be Girls
ITZY
K-Pop

Contact
Sub Focus
Electronic

AMERIKAʼS NEXT TOP PARTY!
PARTYOF2
Hip Hop/Rap

Lotus
Little Simz
Hip Hop/Rap

DUMB
Emma Louise & Flume
Electronic

HYPERYOUTH
Joey Valence & Brae
Hip Hop/Rap

Midnight Sun
Zara Larsson
Pop

Virgin
Lorde
Alternative

METRO
The Blue Stones
Alternative

Rich Man
aespa
K-Pop

Off With Her Head
BANKS
Alternative

HEAVYWEIGHT
MILLI
Pop

Would You Still Love Me If You Really Knew Me?
FLETCHER
Pop

All Is Love and Pain in the Mouse Parade
Of Monsters and Men
Alternative

MIXED EMOTIONS
Kaleo
Rock

Entropy
LEAP
Rock

Light hit my face like a straight right
Mallrat
Pop

RUBY
JENNIE
K-Pop

Let God Sort Em Out
Clipse
Hip Hop/Rap
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20 Best
Albums
Itʼs hard to define what exactly makes a record 
good, so my list is based on these conditions: 
originality, quality, style, technical ability, and 
overall enjoyment.
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10 Worst
Albums
The way one defines whatʼs bad about an album 
is a matter of personal taste. Some are boring 
and cliché, while others lack polish or attention 
to detail. All of these were records were 
disappointing in their own way.

20 Best
Album
Covers
Cover art helps the audience find deeper 
meanings in the instrumentation and lyrics. 
When done correctly, form and function mesh 
without the listener realizing.

This list is based on the following criteria: 
originality, quality, style, technical ability, and 
unity with the music. Some covers may also 
have that wow factor—something you can feel 
but not explain.

Cowards
Squid

For Melancholy Brunettes 
(& Sad Women)
Japanese Breakfast

AMERIKAʼS NEXT TOP PARTY!
PARTYOF2

I quit
HAIM

hopefully !
Loyle Carner

Getting Killed
Geese

I Love My Computer
Ninajirachi

Cadet
Twin Shadow

The Art of Loving
Olivia Dean

All Is Love and Pain in the 
Mouse Parade
Of Monsters and Men

Rich Man
aespa

silkysmooth 04
Silly Silky

Would I Still Love Me If I 
Really Knew Me? (Live)
FLETCHER

Juniper
Joy Crookes

Patricide
Father

Love Made Trees
Loaded Honey

Mercy
Armand Hammer & 
The Alchemist

Entropy
LEAP

10 Worst
Album
Covers
Artwork can end up on this list for many 
reasons: it doesnʼt accurately represent the 
record, lacks innovation, displays a disregard 
for design principles, or is simply a butt-ugly 
blemish that should never have been created.

 FOR THE
 RECORD

Need some new music to listen to? Want to 
compare lists and judge me harshly because 
I left out your favourite album? If so, youʼre in 
luck. The seventh annual year-end music list 
(that no one asked for) is back!

Below, are the best and worst albums, EPs, and 
mixtapes from 2025. All opinions are my own, 
which makes them the only correct answer.

→ Curated with love and snark by Reese Lee.
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For The Record is a product of Canada. Warning: contains bias and individualism.
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Runner-Ups

De La Soul - Cabin in the Sky [Hip Hop/Rap]
Hybrid Minds - Atmosphere [Electronic]
Saba & No ID - From The Private Collection… [Hip Hop/Rap]
Skrillex - F*CK U SKRILLEX YOU THINK UR ANDY WARHOL… [Electronic]
The Lumineers - Automatic [Alternative]
BABYMETAL - METAL FORTH [Metal]
Passenger - One for the Road [Soundtrack]
Zeds Dead - Return to the Spectrum of Intergalactic… [Electronic]
Tyler, The Creator - DONʼT TAP THE GLASS [Hip Hop/Rap]
Yellow Claw - Deep In the Underground [Electronic]
Danny Brown - Stardust [Hip Hop/Rap]
Chance The Rapper - STAR LINE [Hip Hop/Rap]
Koven - Moments In Everglow [Electronic]
Mac Miller - Balloonerism [Hip Hop/Rap]
Yerin Baek - Flash and Core [Pop]
Various Artists - KPop Demon Hunters (from the Film) [Soundtrack]
Nas & DJ Premier - Light-Years [Hip Hop/Rap]
LE SSERAFIM - HOT [K-Pop]
MIYAMORO - Scattered Reflections [Electronic]
IVE - IVE EMPATHY [K-Pop]
Lecrae & Miles Minnick - Get Well Soon! [Hip Hop/Rap]
Dave - The Boy Who Played the Harp [Hip Hop/Rap]
JID - God Does Like Ugly [Hip Hop/Rap]
LISA - Alter Ego [K-Pop]
Kaskade - undux [Electronic]
Selena Gomez & benny blanco - I Said I Love You First [Pop]
Olivia Dean - The Art of Loving [Pop]
Bad Suns - Accelerator [Alternative]
MINNIE - HER [K-Pop]
Awich - Okinawan Wuman [Hip Hop/Rap]

Virgin
Lorde

West End Girl
Lily Allen

Manʼs Best Friend
Sabrina Carpenter

WE GO UP
BABYMONSTER

AMORTAGE
JISOO

Let God Sort Em Out
Clipse

The Boy Who Played the Harp
Dave

Doctor P & Flux Pavilion
Doctor P & Flux Pavilion

Alter Ego
LISA

Paradise Syndrome
untell

The Life of a Showgirl
Taylor Swift

MIXED EMOTIONS
Kaleo

https://tofutype.ca/for-the-record/

