FOR THE
RECORD

Need some new music to listen to? Want to
compare lists and judge me harshly because

| left out your favourite alboum? If so, you’re in
luck. The fifth annual year-end music list (that
no one asked for) is back!

Below, are the best and worst albums, EPs, and
mixtapes from 2023. All opinions are my own,
which makes them the only correct answer.

> Curated with love and snark by Reese Lee.

01 Perfect World
‘ Lastlings
z 0 Best \“ ElGCtr‘onic
02 THE OTHER ONE
BABYMETAL

It’s hard to define what exactly makes a record

good, so my list is based on these conditions: 03
originality, quality, style, technical ability, and

overall enjoyment.

So Much (For) Stardust
Fall Out Boy
Alternative

04 EVERGREEN
PVRIS
Rock
05 Magic 3
Nas
Hip Hop/Rap
06 love you forever
VERITE
Pop
07 I’ve IVE
IVE
K-Pop
08 Quest for Fire
Skrillex
Electronic
09 Starcatcher
Greta Van Fleet
STARCATCIER Rock
10 KISS OF LIFE
KISS OF LIFE
K-Pop
11 chill Kill
Red Velvet
K-Pop
12 AMEN
The Heavy
Rock
13 HEAT
(G)-IDLE
K-Pop
14 The Valley of Vision
Manchester Orchestra
Alternative
15 APPETITE FOR DISASTER
ivla
Pop
Runner-Ups
21 Flume - Things Don’t Always Go the Way You Plan [Electronic .
22 fromis_9- Uilock My Worlil [K-Pop] ’ ' ! 16 Mgster‘plece
- ) MiSaMo
23 Nas-Magic 2 [Hip Hop/Rap] J3-Pop
24 Emotional Oranges - STILL EMO [R&B/Soul]
25 Apink - SELF [K-Pop]
26 Flume - Arrived Anxious, Left Bored [Electronic]
27 AIttA-CURIO Part Il .[Hlp Hop/Rap] ‘ 17 How to Start a Garden
28 Venbee - zero experience [Electronic]
29 Tate McRae - THINK LATER [Pop] N .
. . . Alternative
30 Melanie Martinez - PORTALS [Alternative]
31 Elley Duhé - PHOENIX [Pop]
32 XG-NEW DNA [K-Pop]
33 Olivia Rodrigo - GUTS [Pop]
34 aespa-MyWorld [K-Pop] 18 My 21st Century Blues
35 Bad Suns - Infinite Joy [Alternative] RAYE
36 AlIttA - CURIO Part | [Hip Hop/Rap] Pop
37 Kx5-Kx5 [Electronic]
38 MAVE: - What’s My Name [K-Pop]
39 JIHYO - ZONE [K-Pop] i
40 Danny Brown - Quaranta [Hip Hop/Rap] 19 Sisyphus
41 OVERWERK - MORE [Electronic] Golden.Featur'es
42 ITZY - RINGO [K-Pop] Electronic
43 CZARFACE - CZARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE [Hip Hop/Rap]
44 DROELOE - The Art of Change [Electronic]
45 brompton & Emilia Ali - emotional monster [Alternative]
46 Sigrid - The Hype [Pop] 20 Stamp Onlt
47 TWICE - Ready to Be [K-Pop] GOT the beat
48 TAEYEON - To. X [K-Pop] Sack
49 M83 - Fantasy [Alternative]
50 Oddisee - To What End [Hip Hop/Rap]
01 o Subtract
',x“ 8 Ed Sheeran
urs k- 3 \ pop
02 MICHAEL
Killer Mike
“ms Hip Hop/Rap
The way one defines what’s bad about an album
isa matter of personal taste. Some are boring 03 HOLLOW WORLD
and cliché, while others lack polish or attention Kill the Noise
to detail. All of these were records were Electronic
disappointing in their own way.
04 In:Tension
Keys N Krates
Electronic
05 Red Moon In Venus
Kali Uchis
R&B/Soul
06 Feed the Beast
Kim Petras
Pop
07 Don’t Get Too Close
Skrillex
Electronic
08 Pink Tape
Lil Uzi Vert
Hip Hop/Rap
09 PENTHOUSE
MaRl
Hip Hop/Rap
10 MOOD
Babylon
K-Pop

Nostalgic for Reality CURIO Part |
Ekko & Sidetrack AllttA

Cover art helps the audience find deeper
meanings in the instrumentation and lyrics.
When done correctly, form and function mesh
without the listener realizing.

This list is based on the following criteria:
originality, quality, style, technical ability, and
unity with the music. Some covers may also
have that wow factor—something you can feel
but not explain.

My 21st Century Blues NEW DNA
RAYE XG

" A FISTFUL OF PEACHES -

BY BLACK HONEY

A Fistful of Peaches PORTRAITS
Black Honey Birdy

REATEE

Stereo Mind Game
Daughter CZARFACE

GOT the beat / THE 15T MINI ALBUM
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Stamp On It GUTS
GOT the beat Olivia Rodrigo

Nowhere to Go but Up II: Revisited
Guided by Voices Bad Books

Infinite Joy Flaws in Our Design
Bad Suns ODESZA & Yellow House

ﬂ‘“s
Al

Bomb Rush Cyberfunk Too Good to Be True
Various Artists Rick Ross & Meek Mill

How To Start A Garden STILL EMO
Nanna Emotional Oranges

never worry Goodnight, God Bless, I Love U, Delete.
Snakehips 71+ (Crosses)

+ 00 ST i) \ d 3
Ready to Be Last Winter
TWICE HEIZE

Artwork can end up on this list for many
reasons: it doesn’t accurately represent the
record, lacks innovation, displays a disregard
for design principles, or is simply a butt-ugly
blemish that should never have been created.

Helza The dth ki Abu

Amen Courage
The Heavy Keeno

Wl:;t’s
MY
Name

What’s My Name Sundial
MAVE Noname
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IN:-TINSION
Left Unsaid In:Tension
VOE Keys N Krates
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United Queens Version Up
Awich ODD EYE CIRCLE

For The Record is a product of Canada. Warning: contains bias and individualism.


https://tofutype.ca/for-the-record/

