FOR THE
RECORD

Need some new music to listen to? Want to
compare lists and judge me harshly because

| left out your favourite alboum? If so, you’re in
luck. The third annual year-end music list (that
no one asked for) is back!

Below, are the best and worst albums, EPs, and
mixtapes from 2021. All opinions are my own,
which makes them the only correct answer.

> Curated with love and snark by Reese Lee.

20 Best
Albums -

It’s hard to define what exactly makes a record

good, so my list is based on these conditions: 03
originality, quality, style, technical ability, and

overall enjoyment.

Surface Sounds
Kaleo
Rock

The Million Masks of God
Manchester Orchestra
Alternative

The Battle at Garden’s Gate
Greta Van Fleet
Rock

04 Young Heart
Birdy

Singer/Songwriter

05 King’s Disease Il
Nas

Hip Hop/Rap

06 PASSENGER Songs for the Drunk and Broken Hearted

e passenger‘
’i‘- Singer/Songwriter

07 Organ
Dimension

Electronic

Look Alive
Black Pistol Fire
Alternative

08

09 ALPHA
CL

K-Pop

10 Friends in the Corner
Foxes

Pop

11 Magic
Nas

Hip Hop/Rap

12 Windy
JEON SOYEON

K-Pop

13 Hidden Gems
The Blue Stones

Rock

14 Sometimes | Might Be Introvert
Little Simz

Hip Hop/Rap

15 Formula of Love: 0+T=<3
TWICE

K-Pop

16 Vince Staples
Vince Staples

Hip Hop/Rap

17 Crazyin Love
ITZY

K-Pop

18 When | Close My Eyes
Chelsea Cutler

Pop

Runner-Ups

21 TWICE - Perfect World [J-Pop]
22 Joy Crookes - Skin [Pop]
23 Various Artists - Forza Horizon 5: Hospital Soundtrack [Electronic]

24 Angeéle - Nonante-Cing [Musique Francophone] 19 Ty
Ghetts

Hip Hop/Rap

25 Coceurde pirate - Impossible a aimer [Musique Francophone]
26 Rita Ora & Imanbek - Bang [Pop]

27 Chip-Snakes & Ladders [Hip Hop/Rap]
28 Nu:Tone - Little Spaces [Electronic]

29 Jungle - Loving In Stereo [Electronic]
30 Riya-Blame [Electronic]

31 VOE-Chemical [Electronic]

32 J.Cole-The Off-Season [Hip Hop/Rap]
33 OhWonder-22 Break [Pop]

34 Hybrid Minds - Reflections [Electronic]
35 IU-Lilac [K-Pop]

20 Not Forever
The Upbeats

Electronic

01 BOBBY TARANTING Bobby Tarantino Il
Logic
Hip Hop/Rap

10 Worst
Albums -

The way one defines what’s bad about an album

is a matter of personal taste. Some are boring 03
and cliché, while others lack polish or attention

to detail. All of these were records were

disappointing in their own way.

Scenic Drive (The Tape)
Khalid
R&B/Soul

KHALED KHALED
DJ Khaled
Hip Hop/Rap

04 The End of an Era
lggy Azalea

Hip Hop/Rap

05 Hell to Be You Baby
MNDR

Pop

06 Before |l Die
Park Hye Jin

Electronic

07 The Holy Bassgod
Yellow Claw

Electronic

08 Sound Ancestors
Madlib

Hip Hop/Rap

09 Savage
aespa

K-Pop

10 DO MY OWN STUNTS
Wynne & Christo
Hip Hop/Rap
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Album
Covers =

Cover art helps the audience find deeper
meanings in the instrumentation and lyrics.
When done correctly, form and function mesh
without the listener realizing.

This list is based on the following criteria:
originality, quality, style, technical ability, and
unity with the music. Some covers may also
have that wow factor—something you can feel
but not explain.

JAMES BLAKE

Friends That Break idealism
Your Heart Colde

James Blake
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Call Me If You Get Lost Dawn
Tyler, the Creator Drove

Start Again Impossible a aimer
Lakes Cceur de pirate

Delta Kream Sometimes I Might
The Black Keys Be Introvert
Little Simz
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The Million Masks of God Songs for the Drunk and
Manchester Orchestra Broken Hearted
Passenger

SURRENDER

e il
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Surrender
RUFUS DU SOL

Not Forever
The Upbeats

TSP AH RSHID

The House is Burning Scaled and Icy
Isaiah Rashad Twenty One Pilots

Organ Dandelion
Dimension Said The Whale

KHALED KHALED

Surface Sounds KHALED KHALED
Kaleo DJ Khaled

Artwork can end up on this list for many
reasons: it doesn’t accurately represent the
record, lacks innovation, displays a disregard
for design principles, or is simply a butt-ugly
blemish that should never have been created.

Struggles Neon Dust
Echo Brown Etherwood

Querencia Donda
Chung Ha Kanye West

Shockwave Bang
Marshmello Rita Ora & Imanbek

THE 3RD FULL ALBUM
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Ludus Formula of Love: 0O+T=<3
Serious Klein TWICE

For The Record is a product of Canada. Warning: contains bias and individualism.


https://tofutype.ca/for-the-record/

